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What is the Relation of the General 
Conference and What Position 
Does it Take Towards Those 
Churches That Tolerate 
Lodge Members? 

To arrive at a proper answer 
to this question we must needs 
KNOW THE LODGE. Itisa gen- 
eral Christian duty to obtain an 
insight into the nature and do- 
ings of this secret power, and 
this is nowadays made possible 
to everyone. ‘The secrets of se- 
cret societies are no more hid, 
and known only to lodge mem- 
bers, as used to be the case fifty 
years ago. Quite a number of 
reliable works have been pub- 
lished by and from the lodge and 
have been made accessible* to 
everybody. Clear sunlight is 
thus thrown into the darkest 
recesses of lodge secrets, and 
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a glance into their nature and 
doings afforded to the uninitiat- 
ed. 

In order not to be misunder- 
stood, we declare right in the in- 
troduction to our paper that WE 
SHALL NOT DEAL WITH INDIVID- 
UALS, BUT WITH PRINCIPLES. 
We wish to judge no one. But 
we wish to obtain light and cer- 
tainty on.a system about which 
its founders and supporters say 
that it is veiled in secrecy and 
has but good aims. If, notwith- 
standing this, individuals are 
drawn into consideration in this 
discussion, it is merely TO THROW 
LIGHT UPON THE SYSTEM AND 
TO ILLUSTRATE ITS TRUE NA- 
TURE BY FACTS. 

To familiarize ourselves with 
the nature and the aims of the 
lodge we shall first briefly con- 
sider ITS HISTORY; then acquaint 
ourselves somewhat with ITS 
USAGES; further, by aid of this 
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history and these usages, we 
shall seek to become acquainted 
with ITS NATURE AND ITS OB- 
JECT, and finally from all this 
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which, practically, the lodge 
- HAS ITSELF DRAWN from time to 
time. 

If we shall deal chiefly with 
the order of Freemasonry we do 
so, on the one hand, because this 
order is the oldest, and on the 
other, because all secret orders 
are, more or less, patterned after 
it. 

The history of the origin of 
Freemasonry is, like the history 
of the founding of ancient Rome, 
veiled in deepest darkness. It 
is an established fact though 
that the order originated in Eng- 
land at the beginning of last 
century. Many Freemasons 
. have ever been fond of removing 
their origin back into the un- 
fathomable past. But this has 
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long since , been proven. SOL: 
cally, as ‘untrue. se aeee 

_ When, in the beginning of fd 
last century, the. more, cultured 
circles in England began to take 
a special interest in a certain 
style of architecture, such per- 
sons that, were not real masons 
were also. permitted to. join the 
gull id of, ‘stone masons, , ‘These 

ruilds were, “called lodges. and 
existed for the protection of the 
men of that. ‘trade. ! Members 
who were not real masons were 
called Accepted Masons in con- 
tradistinction to the Operative 
Masons. But when in the course 
of time real masons scattered 
and their guilds dissolved, only 
the Accepted Masons remained 
who were not masons by. trade, 
but were of the more cultured 
citizens. The original object of 
the masons’ euilds was without 
any value now and the time had 
arrived when accepted members 
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united into a brotherhood of 
symbolical workmen and organ- 
_ ized the SPECULATIVE ORDER OF 
FREEMASONRY as it exists today. 
The catechisms of the masons’ 
guilds originally contained noth- 
ing more than certain questions 
and answers by which, fellow- 
members of the guild recognized 
each other as long as they had 
secrets of:trade which were not 
to be exposed to the unqualified. 

‘When. this object Ggeased the 
whole import of the catechism 
algo ceased, and, to-day its con- 

tents are nothing but a “rubbish 
heap of formalism, ‘senseless, 

frequently absurd and blasphe- 
‘mous. 

At first Freemasonry nna but 
THREE DEGREES—APPRENTICE, 
FELLOW AND MASTER. But in 
the course of decades degree | was 
heaped. ppon degree and dignity 
upon dignity (?), and the less 
there was in Masonry, the more 
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they sought to fill hollowness 
with nothingness, and to gloss 
it over with a pretense of se- 
crecy. 

Freemasonry first spread in 
ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND, where 
it did homage to the Humanism 
and Deism of that day. From 
there it was soon (1840) trans- 
planted to France, where, under 
Louis XV., it evidently helped 
to prepare the great revolution. 
Count Carl of Hesse, a Mason of 
the highest degree, relates in his 
memoirs that the secret of the 
“Unknown Sovereigns’ was the 
purest JACOBINISM. The Duke 
of Orleans, Grand Master Mason 
(1787-93) was the soul of the rev- 
olution and used his influence 
for the execution of Louis XVI. 
Robespierre, also wasa Freema- 
son, and ‘‘The Festival of the 
Highest Being,’’ arranged by 
him, is lodge-religion throughout. 
Napoleon I. is said to have been a. 
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Freemason, and in MacBenac pp 
19-21, (a work on Freemasonry 
by M. Friedrick W. Lindner—C. 
H. Reclam, Lipzig, 1819) inter- 
esting details are made known 
as to the manner in which, in 
the beginning of this century, 
non-French lodges were utilized 
by him for the subjugation of 
the peoples. Up to the Red 
Commune (1848-’49) we find the 
lodge in France at every over-: 
throw. The same lodge that 
elevated the Duke of Orleans to 
the throne, also overthrew Louis 
Philippe (1848). Isaac Cremieux 
relates, concerning it, that King 
Louis hardened himself against 
the national spirit, and he con- 
tinues inthese words: ‘‘We (the 
Masons) overthrew him, and he 
who speaks to you closed the 
door of the coach that conveyed 
the disinherited monarch to ex- 
vals Sepa At all times LIBERTY, 
EQUALITY, FRATERNITY have 
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been emblazoned upon the ban- 
ner of the Freemasons, and if 
you now find them again upon 
the French flag, then cheerfully 
greet in them the triumph of 
their (the Freemasons’) princi- 
ples and account yourselves hap- 
py to be able to say that the en- 
tire union has through them 
received the Masonic consecra- 
tion.’’ (Dietrich von Oertzen, 
‘‘Was trieben die Freimaurer?’’). 

In the fall of 1870 twelve 
French lodges. exhibited ., the 
NAIVE boldness to summon King 
William andthe Crown Prince 
of Russia before their tribunal, 
and threatening severe punish: 
ments, they demanded them to 
- appear in the Rue Jean J: acques 
Rousseau Lodge on Oct. 19, 1870, 
and answer for their having in- 
vaded France with war. After 
the expiration of this time the 
two summoned persons were de- 
clared outlawed and a prize of a 
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million, Hands placed on the head 
of each—(von Oertzen). 

In GERMANY also and in other 
countries of Europe lodges were 
organized as early as the middle 
of last,century. We shall not 
deal with,this more extensively, 
but dir ect your attention to OUR 
OWN COUNTRY where lodgedom 
has been in full bloom for some 
time, and, in our day especially, 
has become a secret power. 

Freemasonry was introduced 
into our country in 1760 and later 
on through Voltaire’s school by 
means of Jews. About 1796-’97 
the lodge had a representation 
of great numbers and then al- 
ready it arrogantly assumed to 
place its own laws over the laws 
of the land. . What power it ex- 
erted in our country at the’ bes 
ginning of this century may ‘be 
seen from the abduction and 
murder of William Morgan, who 
dared to undertake the publica- 
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tion of lodge secrets. When the 
matter was to be brought to trial 
it became evident that judge, 
jury and the _ entire court 
were in the hands of lodge mem- 
bers, making a just trial of that 
murder an impossibility. This 
called forth such a general indig- 
nation against the lodge among 
the people that an anti-lodge 
party was organized and all the 
lodges in the northern states 
1,500 in number had to dis- 
solve; 45,000 Freemasons step- — 
-ped out of this union in 
the North, and it seemed as if 
the lodge had in these states dis- 
appeared from the surface of 
social life. But in the South 
Freemasonry continued with a 
membership of about 5,000. The 
slaveholders needed this secret 
power and utilized it to. establish 
slavery still more in the South 
and to procure for it again the 
gradual recognition and exten- 


ety hue 


sion in the North, until this cir- 
cumstance finally led to the 
bloody Civil War (1861-’65),: and 
Lincoln made his proclamation, 
freeing all slaves in the United 
States. Charles Sumner, hav- 
ing been elected to Congress and 
coming to Washington said: ‘‘I 
find two powers here in Wash- 
ington in harmony, and both are 
antagonistic to our free institu- 
tions, and tend to centralization 
and anarchy—Freemasonry and 
slavery; and they both must be 
destroyed, if our country is to 
be the home of the free as our 
ancestors designed it.’’ (Secrecy 
and Citizenship, p. 74.) 

When the crime of Freemason- 
ry that had been’ perpetrated 
against the innocent Morgan be- 
came more and more forgotten, 
the dark power of the lodge 
raised its head anew in the 
North. Butas yet men did not 
dare to appear before the public 
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with it under its old name. The 
lodge was at first organized un- 
der the name of ODD FELLOWS. 
Thus the secret union of the 
North and South in the interest 
of slavery was once more renew- 
ed and strengthened. The en- 
tire lodge fraternity from Maine 
to California knew beforehand 
that the existing government 
was. secretly preparing for a 
coming rebellion. The number 
of those who were innocently 
assassinated in the interest of 
the maintenance and spread of 
slavery, to pave the way for the 
Rebellion, has never been made 
known, and, in as much as they 
were victims of the lodge, the 
lodge members of the North were 
bound by the most terrible oaths 
—‘‘Never to reveal and always 
to conceal’’—never to _ betray 
their brethren in the South. 

In the interest of slavery and 
the Rebellion the order of the 
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‘Knights of the Golden Circle’” 
originated later on, endeavoring 
in secretcollation with the South, 
during the Civil War and after 
the restoration of peace (1865), 
to overthrow the government. 
When Lincoln’s successor, An- 
drew Johnson, was impeached 
and was about to forfeit his office 
because of his unrepublican 
course, it was the lodge that 
screened him. Repeatedly he 
appeared at the head of great 
Masonic processions and demon- 
strations in Washington, Boston 
and other cities of the East. 
Thus he appealed to his ‘‘invisi- 
ble realm’’ for protection, and it 
can hardly be doubted, not with- 
out desired success. - We need 
but apply the given oaths of the 
lodge here and transmute them 
into practice in life. 

Coming to the PRESENT TIME 
in our country. What about the 
lodge now? Whatis the relation 
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of our government to secret so- 
cieties? FIVE MILLION CITIZENS 
ARE SLAVES TO LODGE OATHS. 
SEVENTY-FIVE PER CENT. OF 
THE INCUMBENTS OF PUBLIC 
OFFICES ARE LODGE MEMBERS. 


E'ROM THE PRESIDENT DOWN TO 
THE MOST HUMBLE DOOR-KEEP- 


ER IN THE WHITE HOUSE ALL 
(with but one exception) ARE 
FREEMASONS. What may we 
under such conditions expect for 
our country, boasting for its ex- 
alted liberties, what for its citi- 
zens?’ Forty years ago he risk- 
ed his life who in the slave states 
raised his voice against slavery 
(and in the northern states it was 
frequently the same). How is it 
to-day with us about free speech 
and the free press? OUR ENTIRE 
COUNTRY-—state and church and 
trade—-LIES UNDER THE SECRET 
BAN OF THE LODGE. ‘The press 
is almost exclusively subservient — 
to the lodge, or it fears to throw 
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the right light upon it. Even 
the religious press is frequently 
in the same predicament. In 
many denominations the lodge 
has the leading word to say, 
How few indeed are the preach- 
ers of the gospel of many denom- 
inations who are not prominent 
lodge members themselves and 
how often instead of having 
preached from the pulpit the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, which 
gives light and freedom to the 
world, the lodge is commended 
which with its deeds fears to 
step into the light of day and 
makes slaves of its professors. 
The lodge terrorizes the judge 
and his office, the legislator and 
the juror, the merchant and the 
press, the country’s chief and 
his ministers. That this is not 
exaggeration and pessimism is 
attested by hundreds of men who 
themselves have in its highest 
degrees emptied the bitter cup 
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of the lodge to the very dregs. 
This is attested by such men as 
John Quincy Adams, Millard 
Fillmore, Chief Justice Marshall, 
Wm. H. Seward, Charles Sum- 
ner, Charles G. Finney, Daniel 
Webster, Wm. Wirt, Joseph 
Cook, D. L. Moody, Dr. Marshall 
and many others who have ex- 
pressed themselves in similar 
terms of strong condemnation. 

To substantiate that the above 
statement IS TAKEN FROM LIFE 
AND IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
TRUTH, WE SHALL ADDUCE OUR 
PROOFS FROM THE CAMP OF THE 
LODGE ITSELF BY TRYING TO 
BECOME ACQUAINTED, IN A 
MEASURE, WITH 

Ine 
The Customs of the Lodge. 

The customs and ceremonies 
of secret societies in general 
have no special value for our 
discussion; but the OATHS AND 
VvOwS therein considered, mark 
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their CHARACTER AND NATURE. 
These we wish briefly to learn 
to know in a measure. Since 
nearly all secret organizations 
modeled are after Freemasonry, - 
more or less, we shall .deal with 
this order chiefly. 

All Freemasons, calling each 
other brethren, are subdivided 
into THREE DEGREES OR STAGES 
—ENTERED APPRENTICE, FEL- 
LOW CRAFT AND MASTER’S DE- 
GREE. ~ But in the course of de- 
cades these stages have increas- 
ed to such an extent that they 
reach sixty and more in number. 
‘Upon entering the various de- 
grees, initiation fees have to be 
paid. Before the opening of the 
lodge all ‘‘Brethren’’ disguise 
themselves. ‘The master pre- 
sides under the title of ‘‘Wor- 
shipful Master.’’ After the 
novitiate has been received 
blindfolded into the lodge for 
admission, he is unrobed to his 
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shirt, then he is supplied with a 
pair of drawers, his left breast, 
arm and leg are bared, a slipper 
is put on his right foot and a 
rope, called cable-tow, around 
his neck. Having once more 
asserted his wish to be admitted 
he is led by the rope to and fro 
in the lodge room. He now is 
conducted from east to west, 
from west to east over up-turned 
chairs and boards, the latter ly- 
ing on rollers and slipping away 
as soon as one steps on them. 
Lastly, he has to make an untir- 
ing ascent up a tread mill, i.e., a 
ladder without end. When he 
finally has, or believes to~ have 
landed on top, he is bidden to 
jump, and —-— still blindfolded 
— he heedlessly jumps.  Be- 
ing led before the altar, where, 
kneeling on his left knee, with 
his left hand supporting the 
Bible, square and compass, and 
his right hand resting thereon, 
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he has the following oath to re- 
peat after the master of the 
lodge: <6 , of my own. 
free will and accord, in presence: . 
of Almighty God and this wor- ° 
shipful lodge of F'reeand Accept- 
ed Masons......do hereby and. 
hereon, most solemnly and sin- 
cerely promise and swear, that 
I will always hail, ever conceal 
and never reveal any part or 
parts, art or arts, point or 
points of the secrets and hidden 
mysteries of ancient Freemason- 
ry, which I have received, am 
about to receive, or may hereaf- 
ter be instructed in, to any per- 
son or persons in the known 
world, except it be to a true and 
lawful brother Mason....whom 
I shall find so to be after strict 
trial and due examination...... 
Furthermore, do I promise and 
swear that I will not write, print, 
stamp, stain, hew, cut, carve, 
mark, paint or engrave them on 
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anything movable, or immovable 
under the whole canopy of heav- 
en, whereby or whereon the least 
letter, figure, character, mark, 
stain, shadow or resemblance of 
same may become legible or in- 
telligible to myself or any other 
person in the known world 
whereby the secrets of Masonry 
may be unlawfully obtained..... 
All this Ido most solemnly and 
sincerely promise and swear, 
without the least equivocation, 
mental reservation, or secret 
evasion of mind whatever; bind- 
ing myself under no Jess a pen- 
alty than to have my throat cut 
across, my tongue torn out by its 
roots, and my body buried in the 
rough sands of the sea, at low 
water mark, where the tide ebbs 
and flows twice in twenty-four 
hours, should I ever knowingly 
violate this my Entered Appren- 
tice obligation. So help me God, 
and keep me steadfast in the due 
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performance of the same.’”’ Af- 
ter the new convert has arisen 
from his knees, the Master ad- 
dresses him in part as follows: 
“God said, ‘Let there be light: 
and there was light.’ In solemn 
commemoration of that event, I, 
in like manner, declare, by vir- 
tue of my office, ‘Let there be 
light.’ Atthis instant the hood- 
wink is removed. 

The ADMISSION into the SEC- 
OND, the FELLOW CRAFT’S DE- 
GREE, is almost identical with 
that of the Entered Apprentice. 
A number of new pledges and 
oaths are added, so that ‘‘I pro- 
mise and swear’’ are repeated in 
it no less than six times. The 
following terrible words are its 
close:....‘‘binding myself under 
no less a penalty than to have 
my left breast torn open, and my 
heart and. vitals plucked out, 
thrown over my left shoulder 
and carried out into the valley of 
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Jehosephat, there to be devoured 
‘by the wild beasts of the field 
and the vultures of the air, 
should I ever knowingly violate’ 
any part of this my solemn oath ~ 
or obligation of a Fellow Craft 
_Mason. So help me God and 
keep me steadfast in the due per- 
formance of the same.’’ 

The first two degrees of the 
Masonic lodge do not give the 
- “Brother’’ a right to vote, nei- 
ther a claim to support on the 
part of the order, nor Masonic 
relief and protection and burial. 
To obtain all of that he must be 
received into THE THIRD, THE 
MASTER MASON’S DEGREE. 

We shall here refrain from a 
description of the blasphemous 
buffoonery that is enacted with 
the invitation into this degree. 
The oath contains many addi- 
tions to the two preceding ones, 
as, for instance, the following: 
‘‘T promise and swear....should 
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I ever see a Master’s sign of dis- 
tress given, or the word accom- 
panying it, and the person who 
gave it appearing to be in dis- 
tress, I will fly to his relief at the 
risk of my life, should there bea 
greater possibility of saving his 
life than losing my own. I pro- 
mise and swear that a Master 
Mason’s secrets....shall remain 
inviolable in my breast....when 
communicated to me, murder and 
treason excepted. 1 promise 
and swear, thatif any part of this 
solemn oath or obligation be 
ommitted at this time that I will 
hold myself amenable thereto, 
whenever informed, ....binding 
myself under no less a penalty 
than that of having my body 
severed in two, and divided to 
the north and to the south, my 
bowels burned: to ashes in the 
center and the ashes scattered to 
the four winds of heaven, that no 
more remembrance might be had 
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among men or Masons of so vile 
and perjured a wretch as I 
should be, were I ever to prove 
willfully guilty of violating any 
part of this my solemn oath or 
obligation of a Master Mason.”’’ 

So the oath-bound obligations 
continue from degree to degree, 
only increasing in their awful 
earnestness and blasphemy the 
higher they go. In the SEVENTH, 
THE ROYAL ARCH DEGREE, Wwe 
find among other things the fol-: 
lowing: *‘I promise and swear, 
that I will assist a companion 
Royal Arch Mason, when en- 
gaged in any difficulty; and es- 
pouse his cause, so far as to extri- 
cate him from the same, if in my 
power, WHETHER HE BE RIGHT 
OR WRONG. Also that I will pro- 
mote a companion Royal Arch 
-Mason’s political preferment to 
another of equal qualifications, 
and that his secrets given me in 
charge shall remain inviolate in 
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my breast, MURDER AND TREA- 
SON NOT EXCEPTED.”’ 

In the degree ‘‘KNIGHTS OF 
THE RED CROSS”’ the oath closes | 
with these words:....‘‘to all of 
which Ido most solemly promise 
and swear, binding myself under 
’ no less penalty than that of hav- 
ing my house torn down, the tim- 
bers thereof set up, and I hanged 
thereon; and when the last trum- 
pet shall blow, that I be forever 
excluded from the society of all 
_ true and courteous Knights. ”’ 

In the degree of KNIGHT TEMP- 
LAR the candidate is compelled 
to drink wine out of a human 
skull, and while so doing repeat 
after the Grand Commander un- 
der oath-bound obligation the 
folowing blasphemy: ‘‘This 
pure wine I now take in testi- 
mony of my belief in the mortal- 
ity of the body and the immortal- 
ity of the soul, and may this 
libation appear as a _ witness 





against me both here and here- 
after, and as the sins of the 
world were laid upon the head of 
the Savior, so may all the sins. 
committed by the person whose 
skull this was be heaped upon. 
my head, in addition to my own, 
should I ever knowingly or will- 
fully violate or transgress .any 
obligation that I have heretofore 
taken, take at this time, or shall, 
at any future period, take, in re-_ 
lation to any degree of Masonry 
or order of Knighthood.’’ 
Referring to this degree Mr.. 
Allyn remarks (Bernard, ‘‘Lights 
on Masonry’’, pp. 185), ‘‘When I 
received this degree, I objected” 
to drink from the human skull, 
and to take the PROFANE OATH 
required by the rules of the or- 
der. I observed to the most em- 
inent, that 1 supposed that that 
part of the ceremony would be 
dispensed with. The Sir Knights 
charged upon me, and the most. 
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eminent said: ‘Pilgrim, you here 
see the sword of your compan- 
ions drawn to defend you in the 
discharge of every DUTY WE re- 
quire of you. They are also 
drawn TO AVENGE ANY VIOLA- 
TION OF THE RULES OF OUR OR- 
DER. We expect you to proceed. ’ 
A clergyman, an acquaintance of 
mine, came forward and said, 
‘Companion Allyn, this part of 
the ceremonies is never dis- 
pensed with. I, and all the Sir 
Knights have drunk from that 
cup and taken the fifth libation. 
It is perfectly proper, and will 
be qualified to your satisfaction. ’ 
I then drank of the cup of double 
damnation. ’’ 

In the degree of THRICE IL- 
LUSTRIOUS KNIGHTS OF THE 
CROSS this is in the instructions: 
‘‘You further swear, that, should 
you know any other to violate 
any essential point of this obli- 
gation, you will use your most 
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decided endeavors, by the bless- — 
ing of God, to bring such person 
to the strictest and most condign 
punishment agreeable to the 
rules and usages of our ancient 
fraternity; and this by pointing 
him out to the world as an un- 
worthy vagabond; by opposing 
his interest, deranging his busi- 
ness, by transferring his charac- 
ter after him wherever he may 
go, and by exposing him to the 
contempt of the whole fraternity 
and the world, during his whole 
natural life. ”’ 

If it is said, that, although 
Freemasonry demands such | 
oaths of its members when initi- 
ated, there are other lodges that 
do not require these oath-bound 
obligations, such a reply is true 
to a certain extent. Yet all 
lodges, from the Masonic order 
down to the secret fraternities of 
college students, as much as they 
may differ in their customs of 
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initiation, ARE ALIKE IN PRICI- 
PLE. The difference lies in the 
DEGREE not in the PRINCIPLE. 
The basis, the object and aim are 
the same with all of them. It 
cannot be denied that the minor 
lodges are but preparatory 
schools for Freemasonry, Odd- 
fellows, Knights of Pythias etc. 
It would be difficult to find a per- 
son who, being a member of one 
of the minor lodges, would hesi- 
tate to become a Freemason, if 
he would deem it advantageous. 
That all lodges pursue, in prin- . 
ciple, the same end, becomes evi- 
dent from the fact that they are 
all SECRET SOCIETIES; that their 
CEREMONIES ARE PRACTICED IN 
THE DARK; that in their oaths 
and promises they, BY THREAT- 
ENING MORE OR LESS SEVERE 
PUNISHMENTS, OBLIGATED THE 
ENTERING CANDIDATE TO DEEP 
SILENCE AS TO THEIR SECRETS, 
AND THIS EVEN WITH REGARD 


TO THINGS NOT YET KNOWN, 
BUT TO BE ENTRUSTED IN THE 
FUTURE; that they receive as 
members Christians, heathen, 
Jews, Mohammedans, infidels, 
scoffers, and idolators; that the 
ceremonies at initiation are, al- 
most without exception, forcial, 
ridiculous, beneath the dignity 
of aman, frequently dangerous 
and of such a nature that THEY 
WOULD BE ASHAMED TO APPEAR 
IN THEM BEFORE THE PUBLIC; 
and finally that they all PURSUE 
SELFISH AIMS, detrimental to 
the public good, frequently op- 
posing the laws of the land and 
that THEY ARE DECIDEDLY 
AGAINST THE SPIRIT AND SENSE 
OF CHRIST AND THE GOSPEL. 
No man can bind himself by 
oath or pledge to keep secret 
what he does not yet know, with- 
out thereby bartering away his 
moral freedom. Thus the first 
step in every oath-bound secret 
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society is morally wrong. It is 
- prima facie evidence of their evil 
origin and character. This fun- 
damental evil of the lodge sys- 
tem stands out in all the more 
startling light when.it is remem- 
bered that the initiatory pledge 
of secrecy is considered by loyal 
lodgemen the most binding of all 
obligations resting upon the ini- 
tiated. 

Let us prove our propositions 
by statements of the lodge itself 
and by facts and incidents where 
ithas acted out its own principles 

Regarding the object of secre- 
cy we get an explanation in SICK- 
EL’S ‘‘AHIMON REZON”’’ pp. 62, 
where he says: ‘‘Secrecy has a 
mystic, binding, almost super- 
natural force, and unites men 
more closely together than all 
other means combined. Suppose 
two men, strangers, travelling in 
a distant country, should by 
some accident be brought to 
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gether for a few brief moments, 
during which they happened to 
be the involuntary witnesses of 
some terrible deed, a deed which 
circumstances demand shall re- 
main a secret between them for- 
ever. In all the wide world only 
these two men, and they strang- 
ers to each other, know the se- 
cret. They separate; continents 
and oceans and many eventful 
years divide them; but they can- 
not forget each other, nor the 
dread mystery which binds them 
together as with an iron chain. — 
Neither time nor distance can 
weaken that mighty bond. In 
that they are forever one.’’ 
Mackey says in: his ‘‘Masonic 
Jurisprudence’’ pp. 37, ‘‘F'ree- 
masonry as a secret association | 
has lived unchanged for centu- 
ries—as an open society it would 
not last for as many years.” It 
is therefore SECRECY upon which 
every lodge builds its existence, 
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behind which it moves and has 
its doings. Secrecy is what the 
lodge needs in order to protect 
criminals, if necessary, and se- 
crecy is what it utilizes to com- 
mit crimes if it finds it fit. That 
is what the above explanation 
and example of Sickel’s says in 
plain and unreserved words. All 
lodges are agreed in this, that, 
in order to insure their exist- 
ence, they cannot ts with 
secrecy. 

That the difference between 
the lodges lies in degree and not 
in principle is further proven by 
the circumstances to which many 
of them owe their origin. Thus, 
for instance, the chief founder of _ 
the MopERN WOODMEN is a 
Freemason of the highest de- 
gree, an Oddfellow and a mem- 
ber of the order of Knights of 
Pythias. Itis JOSEPH CULLEN 
Root of Lyons, lowa. However 
innocent the ceremonies of this 
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order may at the first glance ap- 
pear, one can nevertheless soon 
see that they have all been bor- 
rowed from Freemasonry. The 
novitiate, after he has promised 
to keep the secrets of the lodge, 
even such as are not yet known, 
but may be revealed to him in 
the future, and NOT TO DEFRAUD 
HIS LODGE BROTHER etc., casts 
the fragile vessel that has been 
handed him to the ground, say- 
ing, ‘‘May I be dashed to pieces 
as I now dash this fragile vessel 
into fragments, if 1 promise not 
the truth.’’ The lodge then re- 
sponds ‘‘THAT THE SANCTITY OF 
AN OBLIGATION HAD MORE IN- 
FLUENCE WITH THE ANCIENT 
ROMANS THAN THE FEAR OF 
LAWS AND PUNISHMENTS, AND 
THAT A TRUE WOODMAN WILL 
NEVER DISREGARD HIS OBLIGA- 
TIONS.’’ The hoodwinked candi- 
date having been compelled to 
nudergo various breakneck pro- 
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cedures with the artificial lodge 
goat, is finally told, ‘‘You have 
proven a worthy neigbor, and 
THAT YOU WOULD GIVE YOUR 
LIFE RATHER THAN BETRAY 
THE SECRETS OF WOODCRAFT.”’ 
What is the procedure in the in- 
itiation of the various lodges 
may be proven from the follow- 
ing examples. Two sons of a 
prominent citizen of Boston, 
Massachusetts, were so badly 
burned with red-hot irons at the 
initiation into a secret society of 
students, that blood poisoning 
resulted from it and the father 
sent ina complaint to the faculty. 

G. W. CurRyY of Des Moines, 
lowa, an influential politician, 
received such severe burns at 
the initiation into the secret oR- 
DER OF ELKS that he SUCCUMBED 
TO THEM after days and weeks of 
pain and suffering. Curry was 
compelled to sit in a chair with 
an iron seat, under which was a 
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lighted lamp. Itis claimed that 
he was too much intoxicated to 
feel the pain of the burning and 
to jump from his seat for the 
general amusement of the Elks. 
The above was reported in de- 
tail in the daily papers of Novem- 
ber 18th and 20th of 1896. 

Two years ago F. A. PREBBLE 
and Ep. ARCH were so brutally 
beaten and burned upon their 
naked flesh during the ceremony 
of initiation into the lodge of 
ORANGEMEN in Waltham, Mass- 
achusetts, that one of them sued 
his tormentors for damages. 

A gentleman by.the name of 
JOHNSON accidentally, as it is 
claimed, met death in a lodge in 
Virginia in 1890 while he was to 
be initiated into the Royal Arch 
Degree of Freemasonry. 

Max DorcH of Kansas City, 
‘Missouri, while being initiated 
into the Modern Woodmen lodge 
on April 8, 1899, had one of his 


fingers so badly crushed that it 
had to be amputated. Dorch 
then sued the lodge for $10,000 
damages. (Kansas City Daily 
Journal of July 12, 1899.) Hun- 
dreds of other cases might be 
cited which characterize the 
lodge in its practices. We shall 
now pass to the elucidation of 
our third point. 
au 

The Teachings and the Nature of 

the Lodge. 

As regards the teachings and 
the nature of secret societies, 
this question has partly been an- 
swered in considering their his- 
tory and their practices. One 
should not fall into the mistaken 
belief that the vows and oaths of 
the lodges have no further value 
and significance to them than 
merely to keep secret their coun- 
tersigns and ceremonies. Sick- 
els, a Mason of the thirtieth de- 
gree has, in the citation which 


we quoted from him, already told 
us what the object of secrecy is. 
And John Quincy Adams, an 
avowed enemy of the lodge, has 
briefly characterized its nature 
in the following language: ‘‘I 
saw a code of Masonic legislation 
adapted to prostrate every prin- 
ciple of equal justice and to cor- 
rupt every sentiment of virtuous 
feeling in the soul of him who 
bound his allegiance to it. I 
saw the practice of common hon- 
esty, the kindness of Christian 
benovelence, even the abstinence 
from atrocious crimes, limited 
exclusively by lawless oaths and 
barbarous penalties, to the social 
relations between the brother- 
hood and the craft. Isaw slan- 
der organized into a secret, wide- 
spread and affiliated agency, fix- 
ing its invisible fangs into the 
hearts of its victims, sheltered 
by the darkness of the lodge 
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room, and armed with the never- 
ceasing penalties of death. I 
saw self-invoked imprecations of 
throats cut from ear to ear, of 
hearts and vitals torn out and 
cast forth to the wolves and vul- 
tures,- skulls smitten off and 
hung on spires. I saw wine 
drunk from a human skull with 
solemn invocations of all sins of 
its owner upon the head of him 
who drank from it. I saw a 
wretched mortal man dooming 
himself to eternal punishment 
(when the last trump shall sound) 
as a guarantee for idle and ridic- 
ulous promises. SUCH ARE THE 
LAWS OF MASONRY, SUCH IS 
THEIR INDELLIBLE CHARACTER, 
AND WITH THAT CHARACTER 
PERFECTLY CORRESPONDS THE 
HISTORY OF THE ABDUCTION AND 
MURDER OF MORGAN AND THE 
HISTORY OF MASONIC LODGES, 
CHAPTERS, ENCAMPMENTS AND 


CONSISTORIES, FROM THAT DAY 
TO THE PRESENT. 
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The oaths and vows contain A 
PRIORI the principle of the Jes- 
uits in their nature. Once a 
member of a lodge, the lodge 
brother dare not break or make 
known his oath. All oaths or 
promises that the civil courts 
may demand of him, he can give 
only with some RESERVATION. 
He may speak the truth if it does 
not conflict with his lodge oath. 
Thus obedience to governmental | 
authority is being undermined 
with the citizen and the juryman, 
the legislature and the judge; 
and the consequence is that 
wrong and injury are inflicted 
upon him who is not a lodge 
member. The courts of justice 
are then no more places of refuge 
for the innocent, the oppressed 
and the poor, but the right hand 
of tyrants and oppressors. Not 
only the oaths but also the teach- 
ings of the lodge confirm this. 

“The Master’s authority’’ says 


Mackey in his lexicon under the 
article Obedience, ‘‘is as despot- 
ic as the sun on the horizon, 
which the creator has placed 
there that it may never swerve 
from its path until time shall be 
‘no more.’’ In Morris’s diction- 
ary, article Authority, we read: 
“THAT THE TOTAL SURRENDER 
OF ONE’S WILL TO MASONIC AU- 
‘THORITY IS ABSOLUTE AND IRRE- 
VOCABLE FOLLOWS from the 
‘symbol (the slipper) which is to 
‘inculcate this teaching of total 
resignation. ONCE A MASON, 
ALWAYS A MASON. IF HE RE- 
FUSES OBEDIENCE, HE IS CAST 
OUT OF THE LODGE WITH SHAME 
AND BRANDED WITH THE MARKS 
-OF DEEPEST CONTEMPT THAT 
MAY NEVER BE OBLITERATED. 
That the grand lodge may decree 
punishments upon persons of 
Freemasons ALTOGETHER AC- 
CORDING TO ITS PLEASURE AND 
WITHOUT ANY RESTRICTION OR 
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LIMITATION, is assured by 
Chase in his Dictionary of Ma- 
sonry, pp. 22. . These expres- 
sions of the lodge in connection 
with its oath do not leave us 
without light concerning its 
teachings and its nature. Let 
us elucidate the same thing yet 
by several examples. 

A Dr. Griswold, of Hartford, 
Connecticut, accused of the crime 
of arson is adjudged probably 
guilty on the testimony of a Mr. 
Jackson to whom Griswold had 
confessed his crime. Both are 
Freemasons and members of 
Hartford Lodge No. 88. Forth- 
with Jackson is arraigned before 
a commission appointed by the 
lodge for gross unmasonic con- 
duct, unbecoming a man and a 
Mason in violating his obliga- 
tions to a brother Mason. Jack- 
son protests and asserts to have 
done his duty as a witness in tell- 
ing the truth. But he is ad- 
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judged guilty by the lodge and 
expelled because as a Mason he 
had sworn to conceal the secrets 
of a fellow Mason even in the 
case of crimes. Had he proven 
a false witness in court he would 
have remained in the lodge as an 
honest Mason. This occurred in 
Hartford, Connecticut, 1895; and 
was Officially published in the 
daily press of that city during the 
month of December of that year. 
This is only one instance out of 
hundreds and thousands of simi- 
lar cases which are never ex- 
posed. (See Lansing, Secrecy 
and Citizenship, pp. 80.) But 
because this case is exceptional 
in becoming public, how can we 
do otherwise than believe that 
Freemasons are continually 
keeping their Masonic obliga- 
tions which Jackson violated and 
so keeping their places in the 
lodge by concealing the crimes 
of their fellow members? What 
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a startling indictment do they 
thus bring against their secret 
order. 

In his book LIGHTS ON Ma- 
SONRY, pp. 3 ff., DAvip BER- 
NARD, having himself been a 
Freemason of the highest de- 
grees, relates the following con- 
cerning the MURDER OF WM. 
MORGAN, which teok place in 
Batavia, N. Y. in 1826: ‘‘About 
this time I learned that Wm. 
Morgan was writing Masonry 
for publication. My informer 
was THEN a Baptist minister in 
high standing, and a Royal Arch 
Mason. He remarked that Mor- 
gan’s writing Masonry was the 
greatest piece of depravity he 
ever knew; that some measure 
must be taken to stop it; that he 
would be one of a number to put 
him out of the way;......that 
there had already been two meet- 
ings on the subject and there 
would be another on that day; 


Pe EA 


and finally attempted to justify 
his murder from Masonry and 
the Word of God. 

‘This conversation took place 
in Covington (where I then lived) 
five weeks before Morgan was 
murdered......The next week I 
left home for my health, and was 
absent for some weeks. I re- 
turned on the 16th of September, 
and soon learned that Morgan 
was kidnapped and _ probably 
murdered. I conversed with 
Masons on the subject, and they 
justified both his abduction and 
murder!......I reflected deeply 
upon the nature’and tendency of 
the institution. I compared the 
murder of Morgan and the con- 
duct of the fraternity in relation 
to his abduction, with the oaths 
and principles of the order, and 
became fully satisfied that to 
continue longer in the institu- 
tion was not my duty....A meet- 
ing of the lodge in Covington was 
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soon called, the object of which 
was to attend to members who 
were dissatisfied with their pro- 
ceedings, and to concert meas- 
ures for an agreement among the 
fraternity .... Elder A——, a 
Knight Templar, being present, 
boldly asserted that if he should 
see any man writing Masonry, 
he should consider it his duty to 
take measures to stop him; that 
as cities and churches had their 
laws, with a right to inflict their 
penalties, so Masons had their 
laws, with the right to inflict the 
penalties to them; and that the 
LODGE was the’ place to try a 
Mason; that if Morgan had been 
writing Masonry, and his throat 
cut from ear to ear, his tongue 
torn out by the roots, and his 
body buried beneath the rough 
sands of the sea, at low water 
mark, where the tide ebbs and 
flows twice in twenty-four hours, | 
he could not complain of not 
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having justice done him! Amen, 
Amen, Amen was the audible 
response around the room.”’ 

CAPTAIN HOWGATE, of the U. 
S. Signal Service, was a prom- 
inent Mason in Washington and 
embezzled between $150,000 and 
$200,000. It was generally known 
that he was in the vicinity of 
Washington for several years, 
but he was left unmolested. 

HESSING and RIEHM, two very 
influential Freemasons and liq- 
uor dealers, of Chicago, were 
found guilty in court of having 
defrauded the government of 
enormous sums of revenue on 
distilled liquors. They were 
sencenced to six months’ impris- 
onment and $9,000 fine. After. 
having served three months they 
were released and their fine re- 
mitted altogether. 

Won. TWEED, the thief of mill- 
ions of New York, robbed the 
public treasury of 30 or 40 mill- 
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ions of dollars. When the mat- 
ter became generally known, he 
asked sneeringly, ‘‘What are you 
going to do about it?’? Upon | 
general pressure of the public he 
was finally summoned. before 
court and sentenced to twelve 
years’ imprisonment. Having 
served a year and a half he was 
released, and when he was about 
to be summoned again, he was 
permitted to escape to Spain. 
_ Even when he was brought back 

from there he received no further 
punishment, nor were the stolen 
millions demanded of him. 
TWEED WAS A PROMINENT Ma- 
SON. 

We do not know whether the 
lodge has liberated these and 
many other criminals and lét 
them go free; but we do know 
that a lodge member need but 
keep his given oath to assist such 
persons in obtaining liberty. 
The lodge is responsible for in- 
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numerable crimes that are coni- 
mitted. Its system is, like that 
of slavery, in open conflict with 
civil equality and equal rights. 
If we should offer more proof for 
this, we need but call attention. 
to the fact how through the 
secret workingmen’s lodges. 
(Trades Unions) law and justice. 
are frequently trampled under’ 
foot. The MOLLIE MAGUIREsS,, 
a secret miners’ order of Penn- 
sylvania, were legally convicted: 
of twelve murders and doubtless 
they are responsible for many 
other crimes. THE GREAT LA- 
BOR TROUBLE OF 1899 IN PITTS- 
BURG, PENNSYLVANIA was the 
work of secret workingmen’s: 
lodges, and resulted in the de- 
struction of millions of dollars” 
worth of property and the loss of 
hundreds of lives as its victims.. 
The plot of the Haymarket riot. 
in Chicago, in 1888, was the deed 
of secret societies under the pro- 
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tection of the Central Labor 
Union. Itis quite fresh in the 
memories of all of us, how the 
GREAT RAILROAD STRIKE in Chi- 
cago a few years ago threatened 
to plunge our entire country in- 
to a general bloody revolution. 
It WAS THE WORK OF THE 
LODGE. 

The World Almanac of 1892 
reports that in the previous year 
more than 5000 murders had been 
committed in our country. Of 
these only 125 murderers were 
legally punished, and 129 of © 
them, almost exclusively in the 
southern states, had fallen vic- 
tims to lynch-law. We have all 
reasons to believe that the lodge 
is largely to blame for such con- 
ditions, SINCE 75 PER CENT. OF 
ALL PUBLIC OFFICES ARE HELD 
BY LODGE MEMBERS. The lodge 
may also be the solution for the 
otherwise unexplainable fact 
that President McKinley can so 


heartlessly allow the canteen to 
continue in our army, after both 
houses of congress had UNAN- 
IMOUSLY passed a law, which 
ABOLISHED AND PROHIBITED IT 
WHEREVER our troops may be 
stationed, whether in the field or 
at home. | 

John Quincy Adams says of 
the lodge: ‘‘Secrets written in 
blood should be revealed; a tree 
that bears such fruits should be 
hewn down.’’ 

The lodge is fond of speaking 
of the MORAL INFLUENCES which 
it exerts over its members. Is 
not this the sheerest irony? Are 
its oaths and vows of such a na- 
ture as to further taste for truth 
and morality? Is the character 
of these oaths a means of educat- 
ing for higher things? ~All this 
make-belief at secrecy, with its 
entire content and nature, can 
surely have no other result than 
to educate one in hypocrisy, 


falsehood and deceit towards him 
who is not inthe lodge. The en- 
tire ritual of the lodge is so 
shrewdly planned that it weak- 
ens the taste for truth imper- 
ceptibly step by step. In this, 
as in other respects, the system 
of the lodge has been developed 
with the utmost caution and cun- 
ning; and truth and error are 
most intricately interwoven; 
here is something for the Chris- 
tian and there for the deist; and 
again, here something for the. 
Buddhist and there for the scoff- 
er and the atheist, and all is 
brought together in the most 
subtle and most shrewdly com- 
plicated manner. Mackey, in his 
‘“‘Mystic Tie’’ having cited about 
one hundred examples which are 
to show that pirates, murderers 
and savages, who are lodge mem-- 
bers, at once strive to live up to 

their lodge duties, advises those — 
who are about to go abroad for 
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the purpose of travel to join the 
Freemasons, as then even pi- 
rates, murderers and robbers 
would prove themselves to be 
their most faithful friends...... 
Is that meant to further moral- 
ity? 

Untenable also are the proofs 
upon which the lodge bases its 
CLAIM FOR CHARITABLE DEEDS. 
Its entire system rests through 
and through upon SELFISHNESS 
AND SELF-INTEREST. The poor, 
the aged and the crippled are not 
all accepted by the lodge; and 
when it pays the claims of its 
members, very often the double 
or even the ten-fold has previ- 
ously been paidin by them. We 
can therefore dismiss this point. 

Let us in concluding return to 
THE RELATION OF THE LODGE TO 
CHRISTIANITY. Freemasonry 
claims to be A RELIGIOUS INSTI- 
TUTION. It has temples, priests 
and altars. Like it, nearly all 


other lodges lay claim to relig- 
ion. When we ask about the 
character and nature of the 
lodge, we are told that the relig- 
ion of Freemasonry is of the 
highest and most comprehensive 
type. ‘So comprehensive, ”’ 
says Webb’s Monitor, pp. 285, 
‘is the religion of Freemasonry, 
so cautiously are all sectarian 
dogmas excluded from this sys- 
tem, that THE JEW, THE CHRIS- 
TIAN AND THE MOHAMMEDAN, IN 
ALL THEIR NUMBERLESS .SECTS 
AND DIVISIONS, CAN UNITE HAR- 
MONIOUSLY IN THEIR MORAL 
AND INTELLECTUAL WORK WITH 
THE BUDDHIST, PARSEIST, THE 
CONFUCIANIST AND THE WOR- 
SHIPERS OF ALL GODS UNDER 
ANY FORM.”’’ , 

If we ask for THE FOUNDATION 
upon which the religion of the 
lodge is erected, we look in vain 
for a good foundation. -CHASE 
tells us, pp. 207, in his MASONIC 
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Law that the Jews and Chinese 
and the Turk each reject the 
New Testament, and the two last 
also the Old Testament; but still 
he can see no reason why they 
cannot all be Freemasons. For, 
as he says, the blue lodge really 
has nothing to do with the Bible 
it would otherwise no longer be 
Freemasonry, but something 
else. And Mackey’s Masonic 
Jurisprudence, pp. 502, teaches 
that THE MORAL LAW OF THE 
MASONS IS TO BE CONFINED NEI- 
THER TO. THE MOSAIC DECA- 
LOGUE NOR TO THE TEACHINGS 
OF JESUS. THE LEX NATUR- 
ALE alone has any value for the 
Mason. | 

Thus the lodge makes its own 
clear statement, that its relig- 
ious system is based neither on 
the Old Testament nor on the 
New, that in this respect it has 
nothing in common with the Bi- 
ble or with Christianity, but pre- 


fers it to trace the ORIGIN OF 
THIS SYSTEM back to NATURE 
AND TO HEATHENISM. ‘‘Itis evi- 
dent,’’ says Pierson in his TRA- 
DITIONS OF MASONRY, ‘*THAT 
THE SUN, EITHER AS AN OBJECT 
OF WORSHIP OR OF SYMBOLIZA- 
TION, has always formed an im- 
portant part of both the myster- 
ies and the system of Freemason- 
ry.’’ Sickels tries to prove that 
the Freemasons had taken the 
ideas of their original religion 
and that which they were to 
symbolize in their ritual, from 
the Egyptians, Grecians and 
other ancient peoples. (Ahiman 
Rezon, pp. 57). | 

The Oddfellows teach almost 
the identical thing about religion 
as do the Freemasons. They too 
confess to have a ‘‘Universal Re- 
ligion of Nature.’’ Jn the place 
of Christ is put, as with the 
Freemasons, the Lodge; for 
Christ’s merit in behalf of our 
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salvation obedience to the lodge 
is substituted. They speak of a 
new birth, of perfection, and of 
a blessed. state beyond in the 
Grand Lodge which may all be 
obtained by being a faithful 
lodge member and doing good 
deeds. Thus Mackey says (Lex- 
icon pp. 16) that a Freemason, 
living in the strictest obedience 
to the precepts and :obligations 
to the fraternity, Is FREE FROM 
sin. The same person: assures 
us in his RITUALIST pp. 24, that 
the shock at the initiation into 
the lodge is the symbol of the 
novitiate’s breaking from the 
bands of the world and his en- 
tering into the new life of the 
Masons. He claims it to be the 
pangs of the first death and tra- 
vail of the new birth. 

At the close of the initiation 
into the Master’s degree SICK- 
ELS’ MONITOR, pp. 97, gives the 
following explanation: ‘“‘We now 
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find man complete in morality and 
intelligence, with the stay of re- 
ligion added, to insure him of the 
protection of the Deity and guard 
him against ever going astray.. 
These three degrees thus form 
a perfect and harmonious whole; 
nor can we conceive THAT ANY 
THING CAN BE SUGGESTED MORE: 
WHICH THE SOUL OF MAN RE- 
QUIRES.’’ On pp. 156 ff. in the 
ODDFELLOW’S MANUAL we are 
assured that those who are char- 
itable (towards the needy and. 
suffering) have a clear conscience- 
before God and man and that. 
their departing from earth is a. 
transplanting into blessed im- 
mortality. And in the ODDFEL- 
LOW PocKkET COMPANION it is. 
stated that he who practices. 
charity--i. e. towards lodge mem- 
bers—and teaches it to others. 
will be crowned with honor, and. 
will enter the grave in peace, 
with an inner assurance of a fu- 
ture salvation. 
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Since the lodge lays claim to 
religion and traces it back to a 
heathen origin; since it claims to 
lead the faithful member to a 
new life and a complete morality 
through its frequently unholy 
and sacrilegious practices, and 
holds out to him hopes of salva- 
tion through the good deeds of 
the lodge: it is quite apparent 
that all this is opposed to the re- 
vealed truth, Christ being denied 
by it, and serving the devil being 
called serving God. 

Who cannot see from this that 
the lodge without exception 
teaches quite a different way to 
salvation than the gospel of Je- 
sus Christ? For it is quite evi- 
dent, that a system which per- 
mits man to live in sin here, but 
nevertheless promises him a final 
blessed entrance into the Grand 
Lodge above, MUST BUT LEAD 
THE SINNER FROM GOD INTO 
PERDITION. General experience 
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gives abundant proof of this. 
A successful evangelist recently 
remarked that out of a thousand 
Freemasons hardly one is con- 
verted, and that he had never yet 
heard of the conversion of a 
Knight Templar. This explains - 
the sad fact’that in most of the 
protestant churches of America 
to-day but a small fraction of 
the Masons attends - services. 
THE LODGE. HAS PRODUCED AN 
ALIENATION. BETWEEN THEM 
AND CHRISTIANITY...AND THIS 
CHARACTERISTIC OF ALIENATING 
FROM CHRISTIANITY IS SHARED 
BY ALL LODGES. 

And now, what is our attitude 
to the question, ‘‘What should 
be a Christian’s relation to such 
societies that are in their nature 
anti-christian and heathenish, 
and that comprise in their unions 
both infidels and heathen?’’ The 
Word of God answers clearly 
and unmistakably: ‘‘BE YE NoT 
UNEQUALLY YOKED TOGETHER 


WITH UNBELIEVERS....FOR YE 
ARE THE TEMPLE OF THE LIVING 
GOD;.... WHEREFORE COME OUT 
FROM AMONG THEM, AND BE YE 
SEPARATE, saith the Lord, and 
TOUCH NOT“ * THE” UNCLEAN 
THING.’? (2 Cor. 6:16, 17.) John 
says, ‘‘WHOSOEVER ABIDETH 
NOT IN THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST, 
HATH NOT Gop....If there come’ 
any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine, receive him not into 
your houses, neither bid him 
God speed, FOR HE THAT BID- 
_DETH HIM GOD SPEED (thus as- 
sociating with him) IS PARTAK- 
ER OF HIS EVIL DEEDS.”’ (2 Jchn 
9-11.) For all that acknow- 
ledge the authority of the Word 
of God this should settle once 
for all the question whether 
Christians should be lodge mem- 
bers. What is left yet to Chris- 
tianity if in the above words of 
the apostle is not included the 
lodge, which denies the Lord Je- 


sus Christ, makes a farce of the 
plan of redemption, and places 
the conscience of the lodge over 
and above the revealed Word of 
God? NoChristian can, without 
denying Christ, enter into any 
league with the lodge, neither 
for the life insurance, nor on ac- 
count of business, nor to obtain 
any worldly advantage, nor yet 
under the pretense of exercising 
charity in a way that Scripture 
decidedly rejects. THE END CAN 
NEVER SANCTIFY THE MEANS. 
Wecannot ‘‘DO EVIL THAT GOOD 
MAY COME FROM IT,’ without 
ourselves being in the power of 
the evil one. 
S. S. Haury, 


Sept., 1899. Newton, Kan. 


Why we as a Denomination do not 
tolerate Members of secret Soci= 
eties in our Churches. What 
must we do to maintain 
this Position? 


Our object is a two-fold ques- 
tion, and as such we wish to 
treat it. 

I. Why we as a Denomination do not 
tolerate members of secret Societies in our 
Churches. 

First of all, we are disposed to 
ask a question to a question, 
namely—Is it not singular that 
we to-day must again consider 
this question, after the GENER- 
AL CONFERENCE almost forty 
years ago took issue against this 
matter, and the constitution of 
the General Conference, and the 
constitution of the District Con- 
ferences and of many churches 
have given the reasons for this 
position? Must we not take it 
for granted that, if all churches 
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had acted according to the prin- 
ciple set up, we would to-day be 
exempt from the duty of stating 
these reasons anew? Could we 
not ask with equally as much 
right. “Why do we not tolerate 
infant baptism, taking of oaths 
and military service im our 
churches?’’ For in my opinion 
our position against secret soci- 
eties has just as much, if not 
more, biblical foundation as our 
position regarding infant bap- 
tism, taking of oaths and milita- 
ry service. 

We could therefore answer the 
first question of our subject 
briefly by pointing to the con- 
stitution of our conference— _ 
there the reason for our position 
is given. The various aspects 
of this question have been an- 
swered in the preceding article 
by Dr. Haury, and itis needful 
perhaps only to call attention to 
the several points. 
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We asa denomination do not 
tolerate members of secret soci- 
eties in our churches: 

a. ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR 
RITES AND CEREMONIES. The 
rituals of the secret societies are 
in many cases—in a word—‘“‘fool- 
ish talking,’’ of which the Word 
of God tells us that they are not 
convenient for a Christian. 
(Eph. 5, 4.) Further, some of 


‘the rituals ENDANGER LIFE, and 


are therefore against the com- 
mandment, ‘Thou shalt not 
kalligiy, (x20: A3.) 

b. On account of THEIR AIM 
AND ENDEAVOR which are purely 
SELFISH. But our Savior says 
that if we do good only to those 
of whom we hope the same, we 
stand only on the level with the 
heathen; but the Christian is to 
stand higher. He is to be actu- 
ated by LOVE and SYMPATHY to 
be charitable and not by DESIRE 
FOR GAIN. 
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ce. Onaccount of their OATHS, 
for our Savior says we shall not 
swear at all. 

d. On account of the OATH- 
BOUND UNIONS WITH INFIDELS, 
with whom, according to the 
Word of God, we are not to be 
yoked together. . 

e. On account of their RELIG- 
10N, which is pantheistic, deist- 
ic, rationalistic and atheistic. 

f. Onaccount of the DENTAL 
OF CHRIST and the MISUSE OF 
THE WORD OF GOD. 

g. Onaccount of their WORKS 
and FRUITS as they have been 
pointed out to us in the preced- 
ing paper. 

h. On account of their OPPO- 
SITION TO THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST 
by which they oppose our com- 
mon efforts. Our denomination- 
al efforts aim to unite, but the 
lodge separates. It has sundered 
the United Brethren, has caused 
division in other denominations, 
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and it will do so among us, if it 
can intrude itself. 
Our common endeavor is to 


further spiritual life. The ex- 


periences of other denomina- 
tions, that for years have had a 
close association with lodges, 
shows that this connection 
WEAKENS and DESTROYS spirit- 
ual life. Another aim of our de- 
nominational work is to unite 
our FINANCIAL STRENGTH FOR 
EFFECTUAL WORK IN THE KING- 
DOM OF GOD, but THE LODGE 
DEPRIVES THE CHURCH OF HER 
MEANS. Our common word is to 
serve the purpose of CONFIRM- 
ING US IN OUR ACKNOWLEDGED 
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES, but union 
with the LODGE LOOSENS AND 
WEAKENS these principles. 

We ask again, why may we 
not as well tolerate infant bap- 
tism, oaths and military service 
as the lodge, since experience 
teaches that the lodges are more 
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harmful to the church than in- 
fant baptism, oaths and military 
service? For these reasons we 
should have more seruples about 
associating with denominations 
that open their doors widejto the 
lodges, than with those that tol- 
erate infant baptism, oaths and 
military service. 


Il. What must we do to maintain this 
position? 

a. Before all things else we 
must insist upon it and strive for 
it that WE PLANT AND FOSTER A 
POSITIVE, LIVE CHRISTIANITY in 
our churches. Lack of the true 
life out of God, lack of trust in 
God and faith in Christ drive 
people into the lodges; they 
make fiesh their arm. The de- 
sire for honor also leads many 
into them. But where there is 
genuine trust in God, and where 
honor is sought with Him and 
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not with man, there is no need 
of the lodge. 

b. The General Conference, 
the District Conferences and the 
churches must CLEARLY EX- 
PRESS their convictions about 
this matter, in their constitutions 
and church regulations. Not 
the oath alone should be men- 
tioned as the reason for our op- 
posing attitude to the lodge, as 
is done in some places; for there 
are, aS we have just seen, many 
other weighty reasons. 

c. As conferences and as 


~ churches we must WATCH care- 


fully and see to it that church 
regulations and constitutions be 
EMPHATICALLY ENFORCED in 
this point as well as in all others. 
Churches must take a stand 
against those members that have 
joined secret societies. After a 
certain time for consideration 
which time is specified by the 
church and during which a work 
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of instruction and persuasion 
should be carried on with them, 
they should either declare and 
prove their abandoning of the 
lodge, or by remaining in it they 
themselves sever their relation 
with the church. First of all, 
THE MINISTERS SHOULD OCCUPY 
A POSITIVE POSITION IN THE 
MATTER, AND TESTIFY MIGHT- 
ILY AGAINST IT. In a similar 
manner the conference must deal 
with those churches that have 
members belonging to secret so- 
cieties and still receive new ones. 
A specified time must be given 
the churches, within which they 
must rid themselves of the 
lodges or else withdraw frem the 
conference. One conference 
term should indeed be sufficient 
for this work. For-if the con- 
ference tolerates in its union a 
church that has and receives 
members of secret societies then 
it opens to the lodges a wide 
door in all the churches. — 
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d. THROUGH THE PULPIT, 
THROUGH OUR PERIODICALS, 
THROUGH PUBLIC ADDRESSES 
AND SUITABLE LITERATURE WE 
MUST INFORM OUR PEOPLE CON- 
CERNING THE ANTI-SCRIPTURE 
AND ANTI-CHRISTIAN ELEMENTS 
OF THE LODGES, for many get 
into the lodge net in consequence 
of ignorance about this matter. 

If we WISH TO UNITE that 
which is still divided, then we 
must AVOID EVERYTHING that 
threatens to divide anew; and 
the lodges are one of these 
things. If we wish to build 
something enduring, then we 
must have a SOLID FOUNDATION, 
namely JESUS CHRIST, but this 
the lodges lack. 

It may appear as too strict to 
dismiss churches and members 
from the privileges of the con- 
ference, if they do not wish to 
sever their connection with the 
lodges; but there the word of 
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Scripture finds its application: 
‘(PURGE OUT THEREFORE THE 
OLD LEAVEN.”’ If one member of 
a church has the right to belong 
to a lodge, then they all have. 
If one church has the right to 
tolerate lodge members, then 
they allhave. Butif this state 
is once reached, then a rupture 
in our churches and conferences 
is unavoidable. But if that is 
the direction in which anyone is 
steering, let us know it to-day. 
Let us not let the devil throw a 
mist over our eyes, and then try 
to keep that together which must 
and will bring division. Christ 
retained and all else gone, here 
too will prove the best thing 
done. 

Lavater once expressed him- 
self as follows about tolerance: 
‘‘Granted someone in the synod 
should teach that Christ had not 
risen, that he is not our worship- 
ful Master and omnipotent Help- 
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er, then I for my part could by 
no means consent that such a 
one be recognized as a member 
of the synod, but I would not 
dare go farther. I would be 
bound as a man to make life as 
easy as possible to the person 
under consideration. If he comes 
to meas aman, las aman dare 
not cast him out, but I cannot re- 
ceive him as a Christian brother 
who rejects the teachings of 
Christ.’’ So we too may not en- 
ter the fraternity of the lodges, 
where at certain times and under 
certain conditions one may not 
confess Christ, and thus denies 
him; and upon other occasions 
the godless are pronounced bless- 
ed and thus the blood of Christ 
is trod under foot. Our part 
there rather is to ‘‘Come out 
from among: them and touch not 
the unclean thing.’”’ 
S. FEF. SPRUNGER, 
Berne, Indiana. 


A Letter from President C. A. Blan- 
chard regarding secret Societies. 


To the General Conference of the Menno- 
nite Church. 

DEAR FATHERS AND BRETH- 
REN:—l have learned to know 
and honor many of the brethren 
of your communion as faithful 
witnesses for Jesus Christ. This 
leads me to hope that others 
whom I have not been privileged 
to meet are of the same mind, 
and that God may use you all for 
the accomplishing of great good 
in connection with the uphold- 
ing of His Kingdom among men. 

1. Secret societies are en- 
emies to the Lord Jesus, inas- 
much as they teach men to disre- 
gard His example and to break 
His commandments. He said 
when on trial for His life, ‘‘in 
secret have Isaid nothing. lal- 
ways spoke openly to the world, ”’ 
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and He commanded His followers 
to ‘‘Let their light shine,’’ ‘‘T'o 
preach upon the housetops 
truths which they shall receive 
in the privacy of their homes.”’ 
The whole secret society move- 
ment is a contradiction of both 
of these clear and obvious teach- 
ings. No man can follow the 
example of the Lord Jesus and 
be an adhering member of a se- 
cret lodge. No man can preach 
upon the housetops what he 
hears in the ear and be a lodge 
man. 

2. Secret societies organize 
and intensify selfishness. Men 
are urged to unite with them, 
not for the good which they can 
do, but for the good that they 
may gain. They are told that 
they will secure money, posi- 
tions, friends, etc., if lodgemen, 
which they will not secure, if 
equally good men, but not iden- 
titied with the lodges. Favorit- 
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ism is the foundation stone of 
lodgery. ‘‘Help me, and I will 
help you.’’ ‘‘Help my family, 
and I will help your family.’’ 
‘Promote me, and I will secure . 
your advancement.’’ Thousands 
of lodges are teaching these dev- 
ilish _principles to millions of 
men every day. 

3. Lodges defile and deface 
the bodies of men, which are the 


~- temples of the Holy Ghost. The 


initiations are actually endanger- 
ing the lives and limbs of candi- 
dates in every part of our coun- 
try. Orangemen, Elks, Wood- 
men, Knights of Pythias, Free- 
masons, members of college fra- 
ternities and of other secret or- 
ders, are subjected to shameful, 
degrading, and dangerous cer- 
emonies. Men are being maimed 
and killed in one way or another 
by them continually. A Royal 
Arch Mason was killed in West 
Virginia a few years ago An 
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Elk was burned to death in Des 
Moines recently. A Woodman 
was killed in Iowa this season. 
A young man from Omaha was 
killed while, being initiated by 
the D. K. E. society at Yale. <A 
son of a prominent pastor in Chi- 
cago died a day or two after be- 
ing initiated by the same frater- 
nity in the Chicago University. 
These things and the shameful 
obscenities of such side initi- 
ations as the ‘‘Oriental Degree’’ 
are sufficient to warn all Chris- 
tian people to have no fellowship 
with such associations. 

4. These organizations, which 
are so completely hostile to the 
Christian religion, are intended 
to be and are received as substi- 
tutes for it. Along with the 
oaths, penalties, and degrading 
initiations, are mingled Script- 
ure reading, prayer, burial ser- 
vices, and the like, so that men 
who are not enlightened spirit 
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ually, consider these fraternities 
quite as good as the church. 
They plainly say, that they are 
so, and that they have no need 
of the church, since the lodges 
‘are good enough religion for 
them. ”’ 

5. The effect of these rivals 
of the church of Christ is two- 
fold; first, multitudes of men 
who should be members of christ- 
ian churches are not connected 
with them; second that those who 
are in the churches are injured 
by them. It is self-evident that 
men who think the lodges ‘‘good 
enough religion for them,’’ will 


~ not care to unite with the church- 


es will render them but a partial 
service. The time, thought, and 
money which they put into the 
lodges will be subtracted from 
the churches. 

6 - The ‘doctrines. of > the 
churches are being corrupted by 
the lodges. There are hundreds 
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of thousands of lodges in our 
country teaching millions of men 
that itis safe todiein sin. They, 
in their burial services, profess 
to send to the Grand Lodge 
above, men who die in delirium 
tremens, who have lived the lives 
of drunkards, adulterers, or 
thieves. Many ministers are 
connected with these associ- 
ations. Whatever they may pro- 
fess to believe as members of 
the church, they become practic- 
ally universalists and unitarians. 
The result is that when they are 
in their pulpits they will have 
no sense of the terrors of God’s 
laws to men who live in sin, and 
will not preach the judgment 
which comes upon the ungodly, 
because they do not believe in it. 
The result will be no conviction 
for sin, no repentance in view of 
sin, no holy living, no place in 
the church. 
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7. 'These lodges are shown to 
be evidently hostile to our Lord 
Jesus Christ by the manner in 
which their prayers and other 
religious services treat Him. In 
general, the Lord Jesus is ex- 
cluded from lodge ceremonies, 
and by most of the orders exclud- 
ed on the ground, explicitly 
stated, that they desire the mem- 
bership of Jews, Mohammedans, 
infidels and others who do not 
believe in Jesus Christ. In or- 
der to secure these members, 
they omit the name of the Sav- 
ior. 

I learn that the attitude of 
your church respecting these or- 
ganizations is in some measure 
to be determined by the confer- 
ence to which these lines are ad- 
dressed. I trust that God will 
make you very faithful to the 
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the souls of. men, that your 
church will have no fellowship 
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with unfruitful works of dark- 
ness, but rather reprove them. 
In the bonds of the Gospel, 
with love to you all, lam 
Sincerely yours, 
CHARLES A. BLANCHARD, 
Wheaton College, Ill. 
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